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CONFERENCE OF SANITARY INSPECTORS.
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PROF. A. WYNTER BLYTH.

PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE.

THE Sanitary Institute has at length attained its proper
position. It is confessedly the chief society in the kingdom
having for its main object the furtherance of all knowledge
relating to the prevention of disease; it watches over and pro-
motes health legislation ; it encourages and rewards invention,
by its museums, by its exhibition, and by its coubresses ;
but, according to my idea, its chief claim for continued and

prosperous existence is its great services in hygienic educa-
tion. The Institute is the first body which ever organized
permanently educational lectures with the express purpose of
giving the necessary technical knowledge to inspectors. These
educational courses have not been confined to the metropolis,
but have been established in nearly all the great population
centres, and most of the County Councils have been induced to
set aside a portion of the educational grant for that purpose ;
nor have the advantages been confined to inspectors. In each
instance a fair number of the general public has attended. The
results of this general diffusion of accurate knowledge on the
prevention of disease are incalculable, for the fact cannot be
too widely accepted, that sanitary laws in advance of the

average mental culture of the people are so many dead letters.
In Russia, in Turkey, in Spain, and many other parts it would
be quite possible to enact laws superior to our own with

regard to the prevention of disease, but the sanitary condition
of the countries would not be improved t.o a great extent; for
hygiene begins in the household ; it must be Imparted by parent
to child; its precepts must be lisped at the mother’s knees, and
piped in infant school; then, and then only, will the sanitary
oflicers of any country get the hearty co-operation of the people.
The Institute was also the first body to give practical
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embodiment to the idea that candidates for the post of

inspector should be tested by examination; it is at present the
only body the certificate of which is recognized by the Local
Government Board. It is a matter of general knowledge that
other examining bodies are in existence ; as yet they have not
received official sanction, and whether they will receive it I knuw
not ; but from the history of the medical profession this fact
can be learned -that it is not to the interest of inspectors to
multiply examining boards. There are some thirty or forty
bodies which are capable of granting a legal qualification to

practice medicine in the three kingdoms ; the result is that a
young medical man thinks he is bound to multiply his degrees ;
he is not satisfied with the qualification of the physicians and
surgeons, but considers that the more letters he has after his

name, the better the chance of practice or of appointments.
He passes a great portion of the best years of his life in

studying for examinations, and spends no small portion of his
substance, the final result being neither to the advantage of
himself nor to that of the community. The only class of

persons who are benefited is the class of professional examiners.
8peaking as one of the class of examiners, it is to my persoilal
interest to promote and foster the multiplication of all

examining boards ; but speaking as one of the class of sanitary
inspectors-for each health officer, by virtue of his officer, is a

sanitary inspector-I declare no less emphatically that this

multiplication is against the best interests of the sanitary
inspectors. How the medical student sighs for the one portal
system, and how the medical profession, as a whole, has

endeavoured, and endeavoured in vain, to evolve one examining
body from the chaos of qualifying bodies is to be read in the
medical history of the last ten years.

Should the Inspectors sacrifice their interests to satisfy the
restless ambition of a few discontented spirits, it is easy to

forecast the result. Within a little time there will be some
dozen examining bodies, and the ambitious inspector will not be
satisfied with the certificate of one of them, but he will, like
the young medical man, take two or three, this being a mere
question of money. The certificates themselves will be unequal
in value, some, as in the analogous case of medical degrees, will
be of high value, others of low value ; but neither the public
nor the local authorities will appreciate these differences.
A man holding a certificate of the lower kind will be equal in
their eyes, so far as qualification goes, to the certificated man
who passed through the examination of the stricter. Besides
which the multiplication of examining bodies has of itself a
tendency to increase the number of certificated men ; and the
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greater the number of certificated men, the greater competition
fur appointments, and the greater the competition, other things
being equal, the lower the salary. The progressive stiffeniy
of the Institute’s examination llas had the good effect of greatly
diminishing the number of applicants for an advertised berth.
In the old days every clerk, plumber, builder, and out-of-work
loafer would answer an advertisement, but the condition
enforced by the majority of local authorities that a man must
have the certificate of the Institute has altered all this. Now
the local authority, thanks to the Institute, has only to select
the man whom they think most suitable from a comparatively-
speaking small and select body. 

°

Having been placed by virtue of a qualifying examination on
a similar basis to that of the pharmaceutical chemist, the
modern sanitary inspector has a definite position to maintain ;
in his hands, to a great extent, lies the future of the public
health service, and therefore I will next make a few observations
on the subject of &dquo; conduct.&dquo; In the sense I am using the
term &dquo; conduct,&dquo; it is almost synonymous with &dquo;manners.&dquo;
Conduct is distinct from ability, and from even morality.
Talent is an endowment at birth, which may be cultivated, but
never acquired. Good or bad morals are also, to a larger
extent than teachers of religion will allow, engrained and built
into the system; the possession of ancestors, the majority of
whom have been good and virtuous, who have had healthy
minds and healthy bodies, is a gift of value unsurpassed. But

good manners are capable of being acquired by all, and a man
is judged by those with whom he comes into casual contact in
the daily routine of duty almost entirely by his courtesy or
otherwise. Whether the large powers of entry into the

Englishman’s castle, and the powers of interference with

personal liberty of the subject which the inspector possesses,
can be beneficially increased will depend upon the conduct of
inspectors individually and collectively. Power can only safely
be given to those who prove themselves fit to exercise it. Of all
nations, the English are most tenacious of the principle of the
privacy, evel the sanctity, of the home; and tliis principle is

outraged if an official enters without knocking, witliout

permission, and with hat-cuvered head. Let a home be a

room with dirt-begrimed windows, tenanted with squalor and
misery, the furniture a broken chair, the bed a heap of rags,
yet I advise inspectors, as a matter of policy, to use due

cerelnony on entering, such as they would on entering the
threshold of the clean and wealthy. Emerson took his hat off
to a newer as the emblem of beauty, and an outward sign of
homage may well be given, not out of respect to the rags or the
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squalor, but as a recognition of the principle of home sanctity.
The propriety of a silent tread and soft voice in the presence
of sickness or sorrow is too obvious to need more than mention.
Speech is silver, silence is gold, says the proverb, so it is only
exceptional that an inspector requires to harangue sinners

against statute or bye-law. Ilis duty begins with observations,
it ends with report. Censure where there should be commenda-
tion, abuse from owners, temptation from those who would veil
bad material or work with a bribe, and, worse than all, false
accusation, are troubles some or all of which the inspector is

likely to encounter, and demand tlle exercise of the utmost
patience, the utmost self-control. A man’s temper is not always
self-governable, but self-control by continual exercise can be

certainly improved. In a dispute it must be remembered that
the man who preserves, has an advantage over the man who has
lost, his temper, similar to the advantage of a sober over a
drunken man. If the softer answer that turns away wrath

prevails not, take refuge in silence, for it takes two to quarrel.
The inspector’s qualities are sorely tried by &dquo;accusation.&dquo;
I regret to remark that the majority of local authorities have
shown themselves incapable of making just inquiry into

charges against officers. Whenever a local authority has to

investigate a charge so scrious tllat it may Involve loss of
character or o11?lce, the authority is practically a court of justice,
and should never forget the elementary principles of justice,
wiz., that the charge should be defillite, not general and

inclefinite ; that the accusecl should have a copy in writing of
the charge ; that he should be present during the whole time
that witnesses for or against him are examined ; that he should
have an opportunity of cross-examining the witnesses, and
ample facility for preparing his defence. So little have these

principles been followed, that it has happened more than once
that a local authority, actually in the absence of the officers,
has investigated a charge, considered it proved without hearing
the other side, and passed a vote of censure.

On "The Propriety of Organizing Sanitary Inspectors or Inspectors
of Nuisances who are the Holders of Recognized Certificates,"
by W. PARSONS.

ABSTRACT.

AIR. PARSoNs’ reference was made to the requirements of the
London Public Health Act, and particularly to that portion
providing that Inspectors should be the holders of a certificate
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